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Building Visions:
Becoming a Reality!
Imagine . . .
Imagine that you’re sitting in the new addition,
attending a small worship service or a private
funeral. You look at the windows and know that
you are recognizing a loved one with your gift
toward this part of the addition. In the foyer, in a
special alcove, is an engraved slate tile with this
loved one’s name on it, a permanent part of the
building.

Imagine that you’re standing in the foyer, waiting
for your teenager to finish with a youth activity or
to meet someone after choir rehearsal. You look
down at your feet, and there’s a floor tile,
engraved with the name of someone who was
meaningful in your life.

Imagine that you’re attending a meeting in the
addition, perhaps the United Methodist Women, or
a Charge Conference, or an adult education
workshop. You pull out a chair, and there on the
back, is a plaque inscribed with your family name.

Imagine that you’re walking from the addition to
the Sunday School wing. There, on a polished
wood display, are plaques with the names of all
who donated $500 or more to the addition. You
find your name and smile, knowing that you’ve
contributed to this beautiful new addition that not
only meets the needs of our growing church, but is
essential as we move forward in new areas,
programs, and missions.

All who give at least $500 to the campaign, either
in the initial phase or the phase currently running,
are entitled to recognition. Recognition will
depend on your level of participation. Those
giving at least $10,000 will be recognized as
window donors, those giving at least $5,000 with a
floor tile, those giving at least $1,500 with a chair
plaque, and all giving at least $500 with an
engraved plaque on the foyer display. Those who
have already given are encouraged to increase
their gifts to achieve the next level of recognition;

those who have not yet given are encouraged to
give as much as you can. Our goal is to limit the
amount of long term debt we need to carry to fund
the addition—your gifts are an essential part of the
effort. Please give generously!

Calling Expanding Traditions Phase I Donors
All those who gave $500 or more to the initial
phase of the Expanding Traditions capital
campaign for the addition are entitled to donor
recognition in the addition. We will soon have to
provide the lists of how you want to be recognized
to the architects for the tile and plaque engraving
so we need your information. You can complete
the commitment form in the brochure that was
recently sent out (additional copies are available
on the display in the church narthex) or you can
complete the form on the next page of this edition
of the Circuit Rider and mail it to the church or
put it in the Sunday collection plate.

$18,000 Matching Gift Fund
Remember that several individuals have created an
$18,000 matching gift fund for the addition. New
gifts of at least $1,000 will be matched dollar for
dollar, essentially doubling your gift. Please take
advantage of this generous offer to fund our
addition. (Please note that only your direct gifts
can be used toward donor recognition
opportunities.)
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Upcoming Events
Christian Book Club:
In April, we are back to classics and weekly
discussions. We will be reading The Cost of
Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. What can
the call to discipleship, the adherence to the word
of Jesus, mean today to the businessperson, the
soldier, the laborer, or the aristocrat? What did
Jesus mean to say to us? What is his will for us
today? Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer answers these timeless
questions by providing an influential reading of
the contradicting difference between "cheap
grace" and "costly grace." We will meet Tuesdays
beginning April 1st from 7:00 until 8:30 p.m. Join
us for fun, fellowship and stimulating discussion.
Although a bit more challenging than inspirational
fiction, classics are still pleasurable reading and
produce fruits of discipline, enlightenment and
accomplishment. As always, the discussion will
be light and enjoyable. No in-depth study. Books
are always FREE! with the cost of participation!!
Joe Blanchette and Donna Blanchette will have
the books following Sunday worship in
Fellowship Hall or call them to reserve your book
at 647-7911.

Baptism Dates and Classes
Pastor Ed will offer the Sacrament of Baptism
during worship on April 13 and June 8. A class
for parents and Godparents will be offered on
April 8 and June 4 at 7:00 p.m. A dozen families
have requested baptism for their children, but Ed
would like to limit the number to three or four
children per date. Future dates will be scheduled,
probably every other month. Please contact the
church office with questions.

New Member Classes
The first new member class since the pastoral
transition will be offered on four Sunday mornings
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., probably in the
Lounge. Dates are April 13 and 20 and May 4 and
11. Text will be The United Methodist Members
Handbook. We’ll learn about the local
congregation, the larger UM Church, Methodist
history and unique emphases of Methodist belief,

and we’ll get to know each other and share our
own faith journeys. Any and all interested persons
are invited to participate in this inquiry into
membership in Shepherd of the Valley United
Methodist Church. Let the pastor know of your
interest so he can plan accordingly.

Senior Day Out
Senior Day Out will meet on April 17th at 11 a.m.
Our program will feature Dianna Dias who is an
AAA employee. She will be speaking on public
affairs and traffic safety. The committee is
working on finding someone, two people, or a
group to prepare your meal. If you’ve made your
reservations already we thank you, if not, please
call the church office at 821-8217 or Regina at
647-5038. These gatherings are open to everyone
who is 55 or over and remember you can always
bring a guest.

"Bring a Friend" Sunday
Look around you among your friends. Do you
know of someone who you would like to introduce
to Shepherd of the Valley? Invite them to come to
church on Sunday, April 20. The
Nurture/Outreach Committee will have a special
welcome for them. Let's share the worship
experience, the music, the expressions of faith and
new friends with our neighbors and with those we
love. Pray about it. Let's grow the church
together.

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, April 27, promises to be an occasion of
great celebration as up to eighteen youth will
confirm their faith and baptismal vows. You
won’t want to miss that worship service, and you
may want to arrive early, as the sanctuary will be
crowded.

United Methodist Women
The UMW’s unit will meet on April 21st at 7:00
p.m. We will have our business meeting followed
by a rehearsal for the Mother’s Day worship
service on May 11th. We will also be finalizing
the set-up and sale of our annual spring rummage
sale. The executive board is really excited about
the number of women who have joined our unit
over the past months. We see a steady growth in


